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C H A P T E R  S E V E N T E E N

Forestry

Responsible management of forests has
been a challenging and controversial

issue throughout this country’s develop-
ment. From George Perkins Marsh’s
observation in 1864 in the landmark work
Man and Nature that, “the too general
felling of the woods has been recognized
EartMars32th prot foreion 99 controversiontroin7(s)u
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Beginning in the 1960s, Congress
addressed the increasing conflict between
uses of the national forests with legisla-
tion aimed at confirming the multiple





acres (Figure 17.6). Among the 6 million
nonindustrial private forestland owners,
10 percent hold three fourths of the non-



stock volume totals 450 billion cubic
feet; the hardwood volume is 336 billion
cubic feet (Figure 17.7). The most abun-
dant softwood species, Douglas fir, has 93
billion cubic feet of volume; and oak, the
most common hardwood species,
accounts for 113 billion cubic feet.

Although the gap between growth and



vests on other private lands increasing as
much as 64 percent. Both softwood and
hardwood harvests are likely to increase
in coming decades (Figure 17.10). The
biggest response is expected on private

timberlands in the South, with the area
of pine plantations possibly doubling
from the current 23 million acres, and







was established in Portland, Oregon, to
assist in coordinating implementation of



million in fiscal year 1995, completing
more than 1,299 contracts or projects.   

Research and Monitoring. An intera-
gency Research and Monitoring Com-
mittee comprised of representatives from
the Forest Service, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the National Biologi-
cal Service is developing a monitoring
program to review agency implementa-





Service and National Marine FisheriesService entered into an agreement to uti-lize interagency teams and complete con-
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period, the land management agencies
were directed to implement an expedited
and integrated process that was deemed
sufficient for compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act and
the Endangered Species Act. The land
management agencies were also exempt
from competitive contracting laws and
regulations and the Small Business Act.
Congress stated that timber sales “shall
not be precluded because the costs of
such activities are likely to exceed the
revenues.”

(2) “Option 9” Sales. Another section
of the timber rider required the land
management agencies to “expeditiously
prepare, offer, and award” timber sale
contracts described in the Record of
Decision for Amendments to Forest Ser-
vice and Bureau of Land Management
Planing Documents Within the Range of
the Northern Spotted Owl, more com-
monly referred to as the Pacific North-
west Forest Plan or the President’s Forest
Plan (see discussion at pp. 210-212,
Twenty-Fourth Annual Environmental
Quality Report). The rider shielded these




